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TURKISH AUTHOR'S EXPLANATION 

Madam Emel Esim, Turkish 
author, writes from Istanbul : 

A kind friend informed me of 
some unfavourable comments in 
the Indian weekly "The Radiance 
on a work of mine entitled 'Mecca, 
the Blessed and Madinah, the Ra
diant " The same friend kindly sent 
me a copy of the "Musl im Wor ld" 
dated November 26th, in which re
ference is made to the article in 
"Radiance" and there is also a ge
nerous defence of my book by 
Prof. Hamidullah. 

I venture to request the 'Mus
lim World' to publish this letter, in 
which I wil l try to justify myself 
before the opinion of my fellow-
Muslims in Pakistan and India. 

First of all, I must confess that 
I agree with my critics in what con
cerns the unorthodoxy of figura
tive representations in Islamic sac
red art. Like the Muslims of Pa
kistan and India, like Prof. Hami
dullah and like the majority of the 
Turks, I think that the concept of 
the abstract as symbol of the sac
red is one of the fundamental prin
ciples of Islam. Through the per-

-fection of the concept of the abs
tract, Islam became the monotheist 
religion par excellence. While even 
the Bible still contains figurative 
descriptions of divine visions, the 
Quran establishes the principle of 
Abstract Infinitude as the realm of 
the sacred, in opposition to the 
failing world of material forms. 
The person of the Holy Prophet, 
who so often commented on the 
concept of the abstract, has no 
doubt a claim to the reverence 
shown by the prohibition of figura
tive representation. 

This banishing of the figurative 
from the field of sacred art was not 
however at once accessible to all 
Muslims everywhere. Our prêtent 
view on this was reached only to
wards the end of the" eighteenth 
century, when the Muslim world 
had to defend its principles and 
and felt the need to define them. 

Figurative art, evidently not of 
saored character, was tolerated in 
early Islam in the Omayyad and 
Abbaside periods. The Ajam—the 
Iranians, Sindhis, Turks, Muslim 
Mongols—who had a tradition o f 
pre-Islamic religious iconography, 
extended this tolerance to the field 

of sacred art. With perhaps the 
exception of the very pious Kara-
khanid Turkish Kagans of medie
val Tuikistan, the majority of the 
Turkish and Mongol dynasties reign
ing in Arab lands, in Iranian and 
in Turkish lands, frequently de
manded works of edification with 
figurative illustrations. 

The Turkish book-paintings re
produced in my book on the Hara-
main are the outcome of such a 
request. I beg the readers of these 
lines to note, however, that in 
these book-paintings the Prophet is 
veiled and appears rather as an evo
cation and not as a figure. The i l 
lustrations are from different ma
nuscripts of the same work entitled 
"Seerat-an Nabi" by the Turkish 
mystic poet Erzeni Darir i , made 
for the Mamluke Sultan of Egypt, 
Berkuk. 

Berkuk, a Circassian of Turkish 
education, requested from the scho
lar Erzeni a translation of the two 
oldest books on Seerat into Tur
kish. The Mamluke was a soldier 
who was engaged in raising armies 
and fighting ; possibly he did not 
even know of the prohibition of 
religious iconography in Islam. But 
he wanted a work which would 
both edify and entertain him, and 
he commanded : 'Let there be pic
tures too.' Erzeni, as he relates 
these events, does not mention Ber-
kuk's request but mentions his 
own hesitation. He consulted his 
superior in the Mawlavi Order of 
Sufis and prayed for guidance. 
Finally, he wrote a work, which is 
not a translation of the Seerat but 
a popular commentary on the 
Seerat, in which Turkish poems al
ternate with mystic interpretations 
given to Islam in fourteenth centu
ry Anatolia, This work became a 
classic in the areas of Turkish cul
ture and was repeatedly copied, al
ways with illustrations. My work 
on the Haramain contains illustra
tions from Erzeni's work from no 
less than three different manus
cripts. One copy was made in 10 >3 
A. H . for the Ottoman Sultan and 
Caliph Murad I I I (Manuscript Nos. 
H-1221, H-1223 of the Tokakpi Lib
rary, Istanbul). 

In a humbler way, T was also 
confronted with a similar dem nd 
for figurative illustrations, when I 
tried to find a publisher for my 
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HOLY QURAN IN GOLD 
THREAD 

West Pakistan Governor Gen. 
Musa will inaugurate the work of 
inscribing the Holy Q iran in go'd 
threads in the last week of the 
current month of Ramadan. The 
writing o f the Holy Quran is ex
pected to be completed in Ramadan 
next year. 

SMALLEST RADAR SET 
British scientists have built and 

tested the smallest radar set in the 
world with a transmitter smaller 
than a matchbox. 

Suggestions for future use in
clude distance keeping for cars catch
ing burglars, a docking aid for 
ships, personal radar for police
men, the radar " p i l l " and an aid 
for the blind. 

KOSYGIN'S VISIT TO TURKEY 
Soviet Premier Alexei Kosygin 

arrived in Ankara on Dec. 20 for 
a week-long visit to Turkey. The 
visit, Kosygin said, would streng
then ties between the two countries. 

work on the Haramain. The only 
publisher who would be persuaded 
to be interested in my work re
quested figurative illustrations as a 
condition. He insisted that the 
books published in England went 
primarily to European countries and 
to America and that a book on a 
subject of lesser interest for non-
Muslims needed the added attrac
tion of figurative art. 

Faced with the quandary, I 
wondered i f I should give up the 
project. Yet it seemed to me that 
this work intended primarily for 
the non-Muslim world might be of 
some service in bringing to the at
tention of the readers those noble 
aspects of Islam which mght 
have evaded the attention of non-
Muslim authors on the subject of 
the H jaz. 

Although it is rather in bad 
taste to mention i t , I do want my 
Muslim brothers to know that the 
modest sum given to me by the 
publisher was given to charities. 
By the grace of God, the book was 
published in five European langu
ages and in America. It is avail
able in many parts of the world, 
including the H'jaz. 

I f my book has the misfortune 
to cast doubts on the prohibition 
of iconography in sacred Islamic 
art, I pray that God may av-rt this 
and judge me according to the 
Hadith : "Actions depend on the 
Intentions." 
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SUPERSONIC JETS FOR 
KUWAIT 

A twenty mill ion dollars Ku 
wait Government older for British 
Lightning supersonic jets wil l include 
the 1,400 miles per hour M-53 single 
seater version as well as M-55 two 
seater trainers. 

The jet fighters are of the same 
type as those ordered by Saudi Ara
bia and basically identical to the 
Lightning F-6 in service with the 
British Royal Air Force. The trainer 
version can also be used in a fully 
operational role. The British Cor
poration has secured this order 
against tough competition from 
French and American companies. 

The Kuwait Ai r Force already 
includes British Hawkes Hunter 
Fighters and Provost trainers. 

PLOT AGAINST SUHARTO 
SMASHED 

The Indonesian Army has 
smashed a Communist led plot to 
overthrow the Government of 
strong man Gen. Suharto according 
to report published in Jakarta on 
Dec. 22. 

Gen. Suharto on Dec. 22 indi
rectly warned President Soekarno 
that the Armed Forces would not 
tolerate any attempt to undermine 
the efforts of the new regime to 
rebuild the country. 

SABOTAGE IN SAUDI 
ARABIA 

Cairo's "A l -Ahram" reported 
that "members of the National Peo
ples Union of the Arabian Penin
sula had sabotaged two pipelines" 
of the American Oil Company's 
Tapline (Trans-Arabian Pipeline 
System). According to the paper, 
the pipelines were damaged by ex
plosives in two separate incidents, 
on Dec. 11 and 12. 

According to agency reports 
the UAR, press has stepped up its 
campaign against King Faisal, fol
lowing the arrival o f ex-King Saud 
in UAR. 

SOMALILAND 
REFERENDUM 

The U N General Assembly on 
Dec. 20 called on France to allow 
the U N to supervise the referendum 
to be held in French Somaliland 
to determine the future of 
the territory. The resolution call
ed on France to create the pol i t i 
cal climate in the territory so that 
the Referendum can be held on an 
entirely free and democratic basis. 

U. N'S CALL FOR 
DECOLONISATION 

The U N General Assembly on 
Dec. 20 passed a series of resolu
tions urging Spain, Brit iia a. d the 
US to décolonise their possessions 
in Africa, the Mediterranean, the 
Atlantic and the Pacific. 

Spain was asked to grant self-
determination to Spanish Sahara 
" in consultation with the Govern
ments of Morocco and Mauretania 
and any other interested parties." 
Spain voted for the resolution. 

Spain abstained from voting on 
a successful resolution urging it to 
fix a date for the independence of 
Spanish Guinea. 

Earlier, the Assembly had urged 
Britain to withdraw from Oman, 
release political prisoners and eli
minate all forms of British domina
t ion." I t also urged Britain to 
"décolonise" Gibraltar before the 
next General Assembly session. 

PAKISTANI INVENTION 
The technicians of the Lyallpur 

Cotton Mills at Lyallpur have deve
loped a cotton-drying machine 
locally with indigenous material. 
The machine costs about Rs. 40,000 
as against imported German ma
chines costing Rs. 300,000. 

O N L Y T O EMPLOY PAK. 
DOCTORS 

Dr. Hashem Dabbagh, leader 
of the Arabian Health Delegation, 
said at Lahore on Dec. 22 that the 
performance of Pakistani doctors 
working in his country was so im
pressive that King Faisal had de
sired that in future all foreign 
doctors should be recruited from 
Pakistan. 

He said his mission had so far 
recruited 144 doctors for Saudi 
Arabia and he was hoping to enlist 
more. 

MECHANISED CALENDAR 

A mechanised calendar which 
can give any precise date for 
years 1,600 to 2,300 A. D . has been 
invented' by Joseph Zelenka of Cze
choslovakia. This calendar con
tains 1,533,588 items of informa
tion. 

PAK SCIENTIST HONOURED 

A leading Pakistani scientist 
Dr. Salimuzzaman Siddiqi wil l be 
honoured by a British University, 
when he receives the honorary deg
ree of "Doctor of Science" at a 
ceremoqy<^Ç5593?TUfi4.versity on 
May 

ISLAMIC TEACHINGS! 

THE NIGHT OF GLORY 
I t was in a memorable night in the 

month of Ramadan that the Revela
tion of the Holy Quran began. One of 
the small chapters of the Quran calls 
it the Lailatul Qadr (The Night of 
Power, Destiny or Glory). I t is a 
night of special spiritual signifi
cance, a night of blessedness and 
sanctity. 

According to the Hadith, the 
night falls on one of the odd 
nights in the latter part of the 
month of Ramadan. The exact date 
has not been given in the Quran 
or Hadith. The Muslims spend 
every night in the latter part 
o f the month in special pra
yers. The majority opinion is 
that the night is the twenty-seventh 
of Ramadan ; and so the Muslims 
who accentuate their spiritual de
votions in the latter part of the 
month observe the night of the 
twenty-seventh with greater piety 
and veneration. Muslims in Indo
nesia, however, celebrate the seven-
teeth of Ramadan as the Day of 
the Quran. 

Whichever be the exact night, 
Muslims must remember that Rama
dan is the holy month and the lat
ter part of the month contains the 
Night of Glory. They should spend 
sometime every night in the latter 
part of Ramadan for glorification 
of God, for meditation and prayer. 

AFRICAN MUSLIM 
HISTORY 

Fifty Arabic manuscripts deal
ing with the history of Muslim 
Africa have been bequeathed to the 
National Library in Algiers. 

One of the manuscripts 'Tarikh 
as-Sawdan' (A History of the Su
dan) by Saad Habib Baba al-Tim-
bukti traces West African history 
from the paleolithic era to the 17th 
century. 

There are also several ninth 
century manuscripts, an astrono
mic dictionary and a study of the 
Arabic language. 

U. N. GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
The 21st General Assembly end

ed on the night of Dec. 20 after 
sitting since September 29. 

The Assembly wil l gather again 
next Apri l in a special session to 
discuss ways of bringing self-dr'er-
mination to South-West Africa nd 
to examine again the basis for fu> 
ture U . N . peace-keeping operations 


