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E. ESIN

THE CONJECTURAL LINKS OF BOGOMILISM WITH CENTRAL
ASIAN MANICHEISM

V. Vasilievsky?, I. Ivanov?® and others have emitted the opinion, cit-
ed without rejection by Obolensky?®, that Bogomilism in Bulgaria and the
area of present Bosnia-Herzegovina, could have links with Central Asian
Manicheism, through the migrations to the Balkans of several Central-Asian
turcophone and related tribes. In what concerns Bosnia-Herzegovina, the direct
bearers of Central Asian influences may be the following: the Avars* whose
confederates in the VIth and VIIth centuries were not only the Hunnic Kutri-
gurs, but also the Bosnian Slavs. The princely title of Ban is said to be de-
rived from the name of the Avar qaghan Bayan. Some tombs in Bosnia-Her-
zegovina's surroundings have been attributed to the Avars. The Pecheneg
Turks, who advancing southwards from Hungary, lived in the Xth century
in the Sava valley, where some villages bear their name and were, in 1091,
driven still southwards to the Vardar valley by Byzantines, count as evi-
dent bearers of Central Asian culture® (the Oghuz Turks, called Uz in Byzan-
tine sources, who were related closely to the Pecheneg, had also moved south-
wards to Macedonia, but on a route comparatively remote from Bogomil
focal points). In Bulgaria, the proto-Bulghars® who were turcophone between

3 V._ Vasilievsky, , Vizantvai Pechenegi® Zhurnal Ministerstva narodnogo pro-
sveschcheniya (1872) vol. CLXIV, pp. 116—65, 243—332. A Paulician of Philippopoli,
who had a Pecheneg wife, had in 1078 called the turcophone Pecheneg and Qumans against
the persecutions Byzantium of Vasilievsky supposes that the Pecheneg had come into
contact with Turkish aspects of Manicheism in Turkistan and Khorésén.

* L. Ivanov, Bogomilski knigi i legendi (Sofia, 1925), 364—7, cites Mas'ud1 (see
note 10) and Bakri (see note 11) on the dualist Magian faith of the proto-Bulghars and of
the Pecheneg.

*D. Obolensky, The Bogomils, a study in Balkan neo-Manichaeism (Cambridge
Univ. Press, 1948), 66—7, 189, 193, 231.

3 L. Rdsonyi, Tarihte Tiwklik (Ankara, 1971), 83. J. Krezmarik, ,,Bosnia and
I'!emego.vma“, Encyclopaedia of Islam (Leiden 1913), 755. G. Moravscik, Byzan-
finoturcica (Berlin, 1958), I, 70—81. Avar tombs: A. Kollautz—H. Miyakawa, Die
Jou-jan der Mongolei und die Awaren in Mitteleuropa (Klagenfurt, 1970), I, 276—78, 239.

® The Pecheneg as bearers of Central Asian Manicheism: Obolensky, op. cit. in
note 3, 193. The settlements of the Pechenek and Oghuz in the Balkans: see note 8 infra.

® See notes 1—3 supra.
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the VIth and IXth centuries, unitil their assimilation by Slavs and through
Christianity may be cited, in first line, in this connection. The Pecheneg? were
in the lower Danube valley, in the Preslav8 region already in the Xth century,
until their defeat by Byzantium in the XIIth century. Dynasties thought to
be of Turkish Quman? origin, reigned in parts of Bulgaria, down to the Ot-
toman Turkish period. The pre-Ottoman Central or Inner-Asian peoples,
who came to the Balkans, had belonged to their ancient religion; the deifi-
cation of heaven, earth, asterisms and ancestors. Most of the pre-Ottoman
Central Asian peoples who migrated to the Balkans were ultimately absorb-
ed into Christianity and Islam. It appears however that some of the Cen-
tral-Asians who came to the Balkans had had previously been in the fold of
dualist religions, the faith of the Magians® in what concerns the proto-Bul-
ghars and the Pecheneg and what seems to be a decadent form of Maniche-
ism, in the case of the Oghuz.1!

It will be tried in this paper to test the hypothesis of the links of Bogo-
milism with Central Asian Manicheans and Magians, from the double
point of view of history and iconography.

1 The historical background

The proto-Bulghars must have left Central Asia before the Vith cen-
tury and could well have come into contact with the Iranian and Turkish
Magians of Western Turkistan'?, and Khorsan, or the early Manicheans,
mentioned by Ibn un-Nadim in Tokhiristdn, but on whom other evidence
is so far failing. Ibn un-Nadim states that soon after the death of Mani in
276, the Manicheans had fled Sasanian persecutions and crossing the , river
of Balkh“ (the Oxus), had taken refuge with Turkish khans (kings). Tbn
un-Nadim’s information on the existence of Turkish khans in the upper Oxus
region as early as the ITIrd century, could only be explained if he were
extending the term ,, Turk®, as other early Muslim authors, to the Kushéna®

7 See notes 1—3, 5 supra.

o 2:.8A' N. Kurat, Pefenek Tdrihi (Istanbul, 1937), 107—12, 124—53, 203, 209, 224,

*Obolensky, 231 and Rdsonyi, op. cit. in note 4, p. 153. Id., ,,Tuna havza-
sinda Kumanlar“, Belleten 111 (Ankara, 1909), 401—422,

V. Beshevliev, ,,Proto-Bulgar dini*, Turkish transl. T. Acaroglu, Belleten
IX/34 (Ankara, April 1945), 241, ref. to Mas"idl, Murfdj adh-dhahab, on the Burjan. K u-
rat op.cit. in note 8, 77 (refqmnoe to the Andalusian Al-Bakri’s report, founded on the testi-
mony of Muslim prisoners in Byzantium: see Kunik-Rosen, Izvestiva Al-Bakri i drugih
autorov o Rusi i Slavyanah (Petrograd, 1897), Abfi 'Ubaydullah ul-Bakri’s Al-masdlik
ul-amsdr fi lI-mamalik il-absdr ’s text and translation).

11 See notes 23, 24 infra.

12 Drevneturskiy Slovar’ (Leningrad, 1969), s.v.

* See E. Esin, Isldmiyetten énceki Tirk kiiltir téhrihi (Istanbul, 1978), (abbrevia-
tion: Esin, KT), 52—9.

- 14 Passage translated by E. Esin, ,,Notes on the Manichean paintings of Eastern
Turkistan“, The Memorial volume of the VIth International Congress of Iranian art (Teh-
ran, 1976) (abbreviation: Esin, ,,Manichean®), p. 49.

). Marquart, Erans ahr (Berlin, 1901), 50 (citing Tabari, I, 836),
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or to the state then ruling the Sir-daryd valley and Soghdiana, called
—

K’ang-kii by the Chinese, referred to as Kengeres 18 and qualified as
Turkish, in the Turkish uniform inscriptions of the VIIIth century. The

Ken’geres were later to megre into the Pecheneg and other Turkish tribes.

Ibn un-Nadim’s report on the spread of Manicheism amongst Turks
in the ITIIrd—IVth centuries being equivocal, there remains to suppese that
there might have been contacts between the proto-Bulghars, already settled
in the Danube valley, and the Central Asian Turks who had adhered to Ma-
nicheism, in the VIIIth century. Indeed, as stated by Ibn un-Nadim, the
birth of Turkish Manicheism may be traced to the upper Oxus valley, in
vicinity of Balkh, where reigned, since about 630, a branch of the Kgk-Tiirk
gaghan (imperial) dynasty, titled Yabghus of Tokhiristdn and kings of the
Eftalites”. Tish a member of this dynasty (himself a Buddhist) sent, in 719,
an embassy to China, in which a Manichean high-priest and astrologer was
present. The linguistic peculiarities of the earliest Turkish Manichean manu-
scripts, as well as the context of a Turkish Manichean text of the VIIIth centu-
ry18, show that Manicheism was widely propagated amongst the Turks of
Western Turkistan in the middle of the VIIIth century!?. Mani’s faith had won
the adhesion of a monarch who ruled several cities, including Yaghan-kent,

just east of the Ke@eres area, on the middle course of the Sir-darya?, where

)
a Magian culture was prevalent. Three tribes of the Kengeres, named Kangar
by Konstantin Porphyrogennetos (Ertim, Chor, Yula), had become the rulers

of the Pecheneg?®!. These three Ke;Eeres tribes, who led the Pecheneg on
their westward migration, may be considered as the bearers of the Magian
faith, attributed to the Pecheneg, and of possible Central Asian Manichean
influcnces in the Balkans. As remarked above, the Pecheneg had reached Bul-
garia and Bosnia-Herzegovina, at about the time of the birth of Bogomilism®*®.

In Western Turkistan however, Manicheism seems, in the VIITth
century, to have quickly degenerated. A sect, who had adopted white, the
Manicheans’ holy colour, as their emblem and were called ,,the Wearers of
white“# displayed the signs of decadence, through orgiac rites. They have
been sometimes linked to the followers of Mazdak, rather than to the austere
Manicheans. This sect won supporters among the Turks of Western Turkis-
tan, including the Oghuz. If, as suggested by some scholars, the , Wearers

18§ G. Klyashtornu1y, Drevneturskie runicheskie pamyatniki, (Moscow, 1964)
155—78.

17 See E sin, ,,Manichean“ (op. cit. cited in note 14), 50 and note 70, citing E.
Chavannes, Documents sur les Turcs Occidentaux et Notes additionnelles (St. Peters-
bourg, 1903), 64 (n.), 156—158, 200, 206, 291—94 and Notes additionnelles, 94, and Tabari,
Annales (Lei- den, 1879—81), II, 1206—20, 1224—25, 1590—91, 1604, 1609, 1612.

18 Esin, ,,Manichean, 54—S5.

1% Jbid., 55—6.

M KEurat 32,

21 See Esin, KT (op. cit. in note 13), 80—38I.

2 See notes 5, 7, 8 supra.

8 Esin, ,,Manichean*, 50—S51.







